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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A computer-implemented method for renting a 
construction machine, comprising the steps of: 

causing a network server to hold basic information including specification 
information comprising equipment information regarding construction machine equipment , a 
rental situation and ajocation of a construction machine for rent, wherein said specification 
information compris e s is organized in a hierarchical structure identifying that includes a class 
of specification information , said class of specification information for said construction 
machine is predetermined as being at least one of a first level of changing difficulty as 
qpftr.jfir.ntirm thnf i r . not anny tn change and a clans of specification information and a second 
level of changing difficulty as sp e cification that is e asy to chang e; 

causing on behalf of a person seeking a rental service ef- afor the construction 
machine^ to input inputting to at least one of a remote computer and the network server 
specification information including specification of a construction machine of his choice, 
rental period information including a rental period of his choice, and rental place information 
including a rental place of his choice; wh e n th e p e rson get s acc e ss to said n e twork; 

causing said network server to search with information including the specification, the 
rental period and the rental place input by th e person as search items, for information related 
to a rentable construction machine on the basis of the basic information including the 
specification, the rental situation and the location held by the network server, wherein said 
network server performs said search using said specification information as sp e cification that 
is not easy to change as with the first level of changing difficulty as an essential search item 
searched for , and using said class of specification information as sp e cification that is e asy to 
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chang e with the second level of changing difficulty as an equivocal seareh-item searched for ; 
and 

providing the person with a searched result by the network serve r, said search result 
distinguishing whether said rentable construction machine has as an attribute the first level of 
changing difficulty or the second level of changing difficulty . 

Claim 2 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
searches for information related to the rentable construction machines in favor of the rental 
place information. 

Claim 3 (Original): The method according to claim 2 wherein said network server 
carries out an equivocal search, after having searched in favor of the rental place information, 
with respect to the specification information or the rental period information. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 1 wherein said rental 
place information comprises a hierarchical structure comprising location information 
showing a wider geographical area and a narrower geographical area, and the network server 
searches for information related to the rentable construction machine with the wider area 
information as an essential search item and the narrower area information as an equivocal 
search item. 

Claim 5 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said construction 
machine for rent is a tracklaying construction machine. 
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Claim 6 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
searches for information related to the rentable construction machine in favor of the 
specification information. 

Claim 7 (Cancelled). 

Claim 8 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
searches for information related to the rentable construction machine in favor of the rental 
period information. 

Claim 9 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
searches for information related to the rentable construction machine in favor of one selected 
out of at least two items out of the specification, the rental period or the rental place of his 
choice. 

Claim 10 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
provides the person with the information related to the rentable construction machine as a list 
including information related to the location of the construction machine for rent. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said network server 
provides the person with the information related to the rentable construction machine as a 
calendar including information related to the rental situation of the construction machine for 
rent. 
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Claim 12 (Original): The method according to claim 1 wherein in a case where 
information related to the rentable construction machine cannot be searched, said network 
server provides information related to the rentable construction machine owned by a holder 
of said network server to the person. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A computer-implemented method for renting a 
construction machine from a person who desires to rent the construction machine to a person 
who desires to receive rental through a network, characterized in that 

a network server is allowed to hold at least information related to specification 
comprising equipment information regarding construction machine equipment , a rental 
situation, a location of a construction machine for rent, wherein the specification information 
comprising is organized in a hierarchical structure identifying that includes a class of 
specification information , said class of specification information for said construction 
machine is predetermined as being at least one of a first level of changing difficulty as 
specification thnt i> - ^ nr . y tn rhnng a nnd n n1ar,fi of r.pecifi cation information and a second 
level of changing difficulty as specification that is easy to chang e, and when the person who 
desires to r e c e ive rental r ent the construction machine gets access to said network, at least 
information related to specification of a construction machine of his hope, information related 
to a rental period of his hope and information related to a rental place of his hope are input Jo 
at least one of a remote computer and the network sever , and said network server searches, 
with information related to the specification, the rental period and the rental place input by 
the person who desires to receive rental as search items, for information related to a rentable 
construction machine on the basis of information related to the specification, the rental 
situation and the location held by the network server to provide a searched result to the 
person who desires to receive rental, wherein said network server performs said search using 
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said class of specification information as sp e cification that is not e asy to chang e as with the 
first level of changing difficulty as an essential seareh-item searched for , and using said class 
of specification information ar, fipocification that is e asy to chang e as with the second level of 
changing difficulty as an equivocal sea^eh-item searched for said search result distinguishing 
whether said rentable construction machine has the first level of changing difficulty as the 
second level of changing difficulty . 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A system for renting a construction machine through 
a network, comprising: 

a network server holding basic information including specification comprising 
equipment information regarding construction machine equipment, a rental situation, and a 
location of a construction machine for rent; 

the specification information compri s ing is organized in a hierarchical structure 
identifying that includes a class of specification information , said class of specification 
information for said construction machine is predetermined as being at least one of a first 
level of changing difficulty as specification that is not e asy to chang e and a class of 
■ specification informatio n and a second level of changing difficulty as specification that is 
easy to chang e, and 

a network terminal for causing a person seeking a rental service of a construction 
machine capable of inputting, when the person gets access to the network, basic information 
related to specification of a construction machine of his choice, a rental period of his choice 
and a rental place of his choice, wherein said network server searches, with information 
related to the specification, the rental period and the rental place input by the person, for 
information related to a rentable construction machine on the basis of the information related 
to the specification, the rental situation and the location held by the network server to provide 
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a searched result to the person, wherein said network server performs said search using said 
class of specification information as s pecification that is not e asy to chang e as with the first 
level of changing difficulty as an essential seaFeh-item searched for , and using said class of 
specification information as specification that is e asy to chang e with the second level of 
changing difficulty as an equivocal seareh-item searched for said search result distinguishing 
whether said rentable construction machine has the first level of changing difficulty as the 
second level of changing difficulty . 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A system for renting a construction machine through 
a network, comprising: 

a network server holding basic information related to specification comprising 
equipment information regarding construction machine equipment, a rental situation and a 
location of a construction machine for rent, the specification information comprising is 
organized in a hierarchical structure identifying that includes a class of specification 
information , said class of specification information for said construction machine is 
predetermined as being at least one of a first level of changing difficulty as specification that 
is not easy to chang e and a class of specification information and a second level of changing 
difficulty as sp e cification that is easy to change , said network server searching with 
information including specification, a rental period and a rental place of a construction 
machine of which a person seeking a rental service input by a network terminal as search 
items, for information related to a rentable construction machine on the basis of the basic 
information related to the specification, the rental situation and the location held by said 
network server to provide a searched result to the network terminal, wherein said network 
server performs said search using said class of specification information as specification that 
is not easy to chang e as with the first level of changing difficulty an essential search item 
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searched for , and using said class of specification information as specification that is easy to 
chang e as with the second level of changing difficulty as an equivocal searek-item searched 
for said search result distinguishing whether said rentable construction machine has the first 
level of changing difficulty as the second level of changing difficulty . 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A system for renting a construction machine through 
a network, comprising: 

a network terminal causing a person seeking a rental service of a construction 
machine capable of inputting information comprising equipment information regarding 
construction machine equipment related to specification of a construction machine of his 
choice, a rental period of his choice and a rental place of his choice, the specification 
information comprising is organized in a hierarchical structure identifying that includes a 
class of specification information , said class of specification information for said construction 
machine is predetermined as being at least a one of a first level of changing difficulty as 
r,pnHfip.ntion that ir , not e asy to chang e and a class of specification information and a second 
level of changing difficulty as sp e cification that is easy to chang e, said network terminal 
allowing a network server to search with information related to the specification, the rental 
period and the rental place input by the person as search items, for information related to a 
rentable construction machine on the basis of information related to specification, a rental 
situation and a location of a construction machine for rent held by the network server, to 
provide a searched result to the person through said network terminal, wherein said network 
server performs said search using said class of specification information as sp e cification that 
is not e asy to chang e as with the first level of changing difficulty an essential s e arch item 
searched for , and using said class of specification information as sp e cification that is e asy to 
chang e as with the second level of changing difficulty as an equivocal s e arc h item searched 
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for said search result distinguishing whether said rentable construction machine has the first 
level of changing difficulty as the second level of changing difficulty . 
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